tives and women'’s rights organisations to access resources, co-create tools and pe
nd already existing platforms to connect the world to African feminist ideg
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Ufeministi kuenea
ko. Katika‘shughu§

alidokeza "nguvu”

mtu binafsi. Katika kooair
vya maelezo kama vile \
"iyami-ajubaba" vinatum
gopa, kuheshimu na ku
mmoja. Kwa kuun
"hawajarekebish

Why are mud huts constdered less advanced than brick houses?
Who has the power to declare them primitive?
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“African feminism demands the recognition and
validation of our indigenous knowledge
systems. Our ancestors were not passive recipi-
ents of knowledge; they were creators, innova-
tors, and thinkers. It's time we honour their
contributions” —Tsitsi Dangarembga




t t This holistic perspective allows indigenous
communities to address challenges and make
decisions in a way that considers the broader
context and the well-being of the entire
ecosystem, including the natural environ-
ment, social, political and other dynamics.
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African Indigenous d .
Knowledge: SO fo e
a monolith; it is

= Tlmbuktu manuscrlpts 5 African indigenous knowledge systems remain deeply diverse, dynamic,
' " : embedded in community practices, oral traditions, and contextual.

:f! 3' memory, rituals, song and dance, lived experiences,
oral histories, ancestral wisdoms and the wealth of
stories that get passed down from generation to

African feminism
calls for the decol-

generation. Indigenous knowledge stands as a distinct onisation of

essence of a culture and society. It is woven intricately knowledge and the

into the fabric of a community and/or society. This recognition of the

Hl“ reservoir of wisdom is, therefore, not easily codifiable. rich tapestry of

I"IH ] ] g
Indigenous knowledge is a holistic and comprehensive indigenous knowl

system that deeply understands the interconnected- edge systems that

ness between various aspects of life, including culture, have sustained

environment, spirituality, and social dynamics. Unlike African societies

Western knowledge systems that often compartmen-
talise knowledge into separate disciplines, indigenous
knowledge recognises the intricate relationships
between different elements of existence. This holistic
perspective allows indigenous communities to
address challenges and make decisions in a way that
considers the broader context and the well-being of
the entire ecosystem, including the natural environ-
ment, social, political and other dynamics.

for generations." -
Yaba Badoe




We are the custodians of wisdom

a reservoir of authentic knowledge

can feminist identiti
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The Fierce Protection and
Preservation of African
Indigenous Knowledge:

African societies have endured a long history of
relentless forms of oppression, including the brutalities
of the slave trade, colonialism and the persistance of
neocolonialism. At the centre of western hegemony
lies the deliberate negation and devaluation of African
indigenous knowledge systems.

In addition, western schools of thought have and
continue to exploit indigenous wisdom, severing it
from its origins and distorting its essence. What was
once sacred knowledge becomes commodified and
stripped of its authenticity. This appropriation not only
deprives individuals of their rightful custodianship but
also erases the identities of indigenous peoples,
rendering them invisible in the records of history.

The commaodification of indigenous wisdom
perpetuates oppression. Urgent action is imperative to
safeguard African indigenous knowledge systems and
to advance its methodologies ethically and with
integrity. The active involvement of local communities
as custodians of wisdom is paramount, serving as a
reservoir of authentic knowledge and a movement of
resilience against cultural erasure.

| A KISTORY OF AFRICAN
HAIRSTYLES USED AS
MAPS T0 ESCAPE SLAV:

“Colonialism not only stole our land and
resources but also sought to erase our ways of
knowing. African feminism insists on
reclaiming and revitalising our indigenous
knowledge as a form of resistance."

- Minna Salami



visual art, music, theatre, an
WEER AT S o o .«ion, acw
Ning them as deeply oolltlcal and legitimate
Role of the Arts & Creative Expression ;m'“'fts
rmative
nt na

719 these forms of expit
.paradigms of knowledge creation, ack
iging them as deeply political and leg
ays of k mg and creating. African

tial of the arts to d|srupt do

A \women,




The Role of the Arts &
Creative Expression:

The arts serve as a powerful and transformative
vehicle for challenging the erasure and silencing
of African feminist narratives and highlighting
African indigenous ways of knowing, creating,
and being. Through storytelling, oral histories,
creative and performance art and lived experi-
ence, the arts become an avenue for reclaiming
agency and voice.

By centering these forms of expression, the arts
shift paradigms of knowledge creation, acknowl-
edging them as deeply political and legitimate
ways of knowing and creating. African feminists
have and continue to harness the transformative
potential of the arts to disrupt dominant narra-
tives and amplify the diverse experiences and
perspectives of African women, girls and gender-
queer communities. Through visual art, music,
theatre, and other creative mediums, African
Feminism challenges patriarchal structures and
colonial legacies, fostering a cultural renaissance
that celebrates the richness and complexity of
African identities and histories.




Breathing 1life into
our experiences as
African Feminists:

The arts provide a profound platform for reclaim-
ing our stories, our identities, and our voices as
African feminists. Through literature, poetry,
music, and visual arts, we breathe life into our
experiences, challenging the dominant narratives
that seek to silence us. Our creativity becomes a
form of resistance, illuminating the richness of our
indigenous ways of knowing and creating. In
reclaiming our cultural heritage and amplifying
our lived experiences, the arts become a transfor-
mative force, reshaping paradigms and centering
the voices of those who have been marginalised
for far too long.
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Decolonising Philanthropy
& Shifting Narratives

The decolonisation of philanthropy confronts
entrenched systems of power and oppression
that have historically delegitimised African
Indigenous knowledge. African Feminist
Philanthropy continues to challenge the ways in
which these entrenched systems of power and
oppression have systematically invisibilised
African indigenous knowledge systems and ways
of knowing. The decolonisation of philanthropy
requires the dismantling of these hierarchical
power structures, the redistribution of resources
and the recognition of the intrinsic value of
African indigenous knowledge in building a more
just and equitable world. Through centring the
lived experiences and knowledge of African
women and genderqueer communities, African
Feminist Philanthropy strives to shift these
knowledge paradigms and challenge dominant
narratives for the purpose of advancing equity
and gender justice.
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